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Office of the Vermont Secretary of State 

Vermont State Archives 

1921: Proposal 19 
Subject: Executive powers 

PROPOSAL 19

That section 20 of Chapter II of the Constitution be amended so 
as to read as follows:

Section 20. The Governor, and in his absence, the Lieutenant-
Governor, shall have power to commission all officers, and also to 
appoint officers, except where provision is, or shall be, otherwise 
made by law or this Frame of Government; and shall supply every 
vacancy in any office, occasioned by death or otherwise, until the 
office can be filled in the manner directed by law or this 
Constitution. He is to correspond with other states, transact 
business with officers of government, civil and military, and 
prepare such business as may appear to him necessary, to lay 
before the General Assembly. He shall have power to grant 
pardons and remit fines in all cases whatsoever, except in treason 
in which he shall have power to grant reprieves, but not to 
pardon, until after the end of the next session of the General 
Assembly; and except in cases of impeachment, in which he shall 
not grant reprieve or pardon, and there shall be no remission, or 
mitigation of punishment, but by act of legislation. He is also to 
take care that the laws be faithfully executed. He is to expedite 
the execution of such measures as may be resolved upon by the 
General Assembly. And he may draw upon the Treasury for such 
sums as may be appropriated by the General Assembly. He may 
also lay embargoes, or prohibit the exportation of any commodity, 
for any time not exceeding thirty days, in the recess of the 
General Assembly only. He may grant such licenses as shall be 
directed by law; and shall have power to call together the General 
Assembly, when necessary, before the day to which they shall 
stand adjourned. In calling such special session of the General 
Assembly the Governor shall specify the purpose for which such 
session is convened and the General Assembly shall act only upon 
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such subjects as he may therein recommend for consideration. 
The Governor shall be Captain-General and Commander-in-Chief 
of the forces of the State, but shall not command in person, in 
time of war, or insurrection, unless by the advice and consent of 
the Senate, and no longer than they shall approve thereof. And 
the Lieutenant-Governor shall, by virtue of his office, be 
Lieutenant-General of all the forces of the State.
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