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Barly in its investigat
1itter is bub a small par
the pro&lom of solil was b

mate solution to solid viaste Aiss

without wnlch we are threatened with inundation from the residueal vasite profuced
by our affluent ec&ho . This Corrission, therefore, was deeoly woved in its
delikberations by esire to Iind scluticons to the roadside litter probles that
are efficient and eﬁultavl mut at the sarne u)ﬁ@ reve in the direction--1iZ
only by example~—~of solvin g the bigger prodlem of solid waste disposal.

ien this Comnmission keecanme convinced that roadside
I an urgent proxlen facing this nation--narely,
isposal, It tecare eguzlly evident that the ulti-~
sposal lies in an Q&tun“lV° prozrzs of recyeling,

One of the major problems inv
tives for at least some consu-er
of the containers in which carbkona

Ived in roadside litter is a lack of incen—
zel responsible for the uwlt e 4di
held

o imat

ed and malt beverages are acka ual
tess of an emplty beer can essentially is a costless wvay to dispose of a container
for an individual, buit when repeated by many others it hecomes a problen reguir-
ing considerahle resources hefore the blight is reroved from the landscape,

Education has played--and must continue to play--a vital role in solving
the problen of beverage container litter, and the Cormission Warm?v endorses
these efforts. Bubt rmore are needed! Specifically, an incentive is needed to
encourage the return of heverage containers to the production cycle, either as
reusable containers or as reusable materials, Accordingly, *he Commission nakes
the following recormendation: . )

Recommendation I : C .

That a tax Fe placed zt the wnoles le level on non-returnable
containers of carconzated and malt beverages to ke sold in Verront,

This tex is to be 2¢ per container in 1971, 4¢ in 1973, and

6¢ in 1975, BAny cérbonated or malt keverage container on which a

deposit is charged by retail outlsts and on vhich the sase deposit

is returned when the container is returned to the retail outlet

shall be exempt fxom this tan, provided that the deposit is ab

east as high as the tau,

The Commission visualizes a nurber of potential effects resulting fron this
propoesal, First, there would exist an incentive for consumers to buy returnzbdle
containers, for the tax vili create a price differential in favor of heveragses
in returnable containers orovided such containers are infeed returned to Lhe
retail outlet. The Commission feels that the price differenzizl, plus a concern
for the environmment by our educated consuning puslic, vill lead o a demard “or
returnable containers, which are not now g-nerally availahle in Verront, A
the sa~e tire, the tax plan is ad";i. It provides tize for business and con-

T
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The litter pro-len is grave., I% thr
lation grows, Therelfore, the Cormission
take whatever steps are necessary to solve
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AL, prooosal doss not lead to a sube
stantizl use of returnable conkainers for carbonated and malt bevevases
by the end o 1975, fhen the proposal shovld be re-svzluzted Zor effectm
ivene and consideratlon given to the possibility of banning the use
of non~returnable containers in the State of Vermont.

Additionally, it is recognized that both the private and puhlic
sector of 'sozielty are engaged in technolojical rescarch of bio~Zlograd
anle and other types ol containcrs no: damaging to the enviroaien=.
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Therefore, g s sole &3« scretio
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Aside from the nis icellaneoug litter thas dccunulates Fron carcless disposal
of containarg along the roadsides, the Commission hos hecome avare of & relatea
Probleq d““l“g ot rest 5T0Ds and a- other points along the nighvays, Trash
barrels or <en apoaar ig e overs ?ozlwg during the SUTNCY ponths from depasits
of trash by Lotorisss ang Neariy no;seriaers,whc Iind it rore conveniont tg
dispose orf refusae in thig TAAREr than o yse “ouwn dumps, Bags of trash are alseo
left at other poinrsg along the Alghuay For the highvay Crews to piclk: UD.,  In
any case, thege overiloving sy sh Containers ang deposits of vasite at the road-
sides Conurilbute +q unsichtly Litter a¢ Test stops ang elsevhere waich shoulg
be elimina “ede Ve, thore: Zors, ¢ TeEcommend fhe following:

Recorzentation 1rr

That the Elchuay Depariment Gipand dts efforts 0 elininate

the unsightly oOverflow o= trasin barrels at rest stops, Increased

fxeuueﬁc* of trash tollections apg TOore containers are Tequired hoth

o irprove she apREarance of the highways and o tonvince +he ROLO L=

ist wiliing «p SCop at trasgh Darrels shas the State jis doing ics

PAXT to leep Vermon® beautifal,

Testirony before thig Commission fuggests that geme Pt of the litses pro-
blen or Severage containers re altes to 7oung peecple whe &xre fearful ar the
legal inplications o= their uge o malt beverages, ADparent Ly, teenagers orten
dispose of Containers ip a Carelesg YWay in order to avoid he eing CaAVGAT With fhe
montgfnﬂvv in auvtor “oliles, e in *e:, then, +ha:z one of the Lanefiug from lovar-
ing the leg gal drinking age in Versons- vould be Sone diminution ip highuay Litter,

In codc?xsicn, the Cornission relterates its conc Cern over +he broader
broilen of solid vaste gig DOQQ ¢ ANG urges the State “O continge g study tna
Problen, +qo Terein albrpags ol ievelop*n:ts in tec ology, and o Scand rea to
take the Recessary stens o irplene.t Pillot D“O”KPTS L0 recyele waste “@51&Ud153
Cur free ens CIPrise systen nas prod ce% a standard o living sor its citizens
that ig u1nauQ11 2d amnhe e in the yox e Thir has Dean nade Possible only by
efijicions Use oI rost of Our econondic :eso:rce:, 3ut, one of those resourcege.
the envircnment- =125 teon duandersd, ana The »osulrs OF that wasse are bacoming
increas singly cleaw o all of us, Sere of &hﬁ solutions tq the problen lie
outside the borders o= Our State. Bue e is cleay that sone §teps can be taken
within our Soxders ang they muss <& taken nouwr
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ADDEZIOU .

on Zpril 21, 1970, three fays ather 70, 000 Verronters vacuuned the high-
ways of litter and relusc on Green Up day, Governor Denne ¢, Davis announced
the forration of a speszial Corzission on Lor«:ﬁt‘rnajle Containers to analyze
the possibilizy of whether non-returnable heverage cans and bottles should =
banned in the State of Verroni, In anrouncing the zm“hmt*01 of the CO”ﬁiSblOﬁ,
Governor Davis said, VI inow this is an exitre lj controversial issue. It hes
heen dsbated Sor vears in the Vertont Le.le re, bux I have reachad the con-

< o L’“!
e \;/ -
elvsion That nothing is Zoo controversizl not to deserve cur careful consifere-
tion when our lives and our environnent are involved.”

Hamed Lo the Commission were:s

Theodore if. Riehle, Jr,, Chairman, of South Burlington

e o

Senator Richawxd 1, Nallary, Vice-Chalrnan, of Fairlee

] -y

Representative Edvard J. Conlin, of Windsor

Frederich: D. Smith, President, Burlington Savings Bank
Dr. Gene Loler, of the University of Verront

Robert Mitchell, publisher, Rutland Herald
Alan Chalmsrs, of Veston

fhis Commission met on seven occasions from: June 2, 1870 to September 30,

, and in fhe pre tion of this final report ihe Commission sought the

rt advice of numerous industrial associations, envireonmental groups, Stat
1 4 source materizl was nade avallable

“ions from individuals and
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ence Service, Lib
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»oLynes of legislziion
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Dnce,ri 1936; recent_bil g and othe

Verront Legisla inot gisla’ other states; and a Ve Tont
Suprece Cou o ho:king Glass Corporation versu:

P, Blliott
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Appearing hefore the Commission to present evidence and recommendations vere

the following individuals:
A

M, Blair fover of Desources for the Future, a non-profit envirconmental
OYga

B
anization in Washingoon, D, C.;
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+he Can Hanmufacturers acsociation, Inc, of lew Yorx City; and rep
il
o

]
Cormissioner of Highways, John Gray; .
acting Cormissioner ol the Tprests and Parks Depariment, .

Heilbmann;

1y, BElrmer Faris, representing e Tater Resources Departnent

tir, Richaxd Clﬂﬁﬁy! Evecuiive Director of the Glass Conta inex

facturers Institute, Inc. O e Yort City;

Mr. Henry ¥ing, President of the U, &, Brevers association of
ton, D. C.3

el

1. Caxrl Smith, Execuiive Secrala
i

Artnhur

Manua-

H

ary of the Vermont rRezall Grocers
Association:
Nr., James raye-te, President of the Vermonit Bottlers of Carbona
Beverages; and
1, Donald Lumbra, President of +he Vercon: Vholesale ialt Besve

Asscclation.

additionally, the Commission heard fyon r, R, T. Evans

~

£he Verront Futension Sexvice; and the Verront Town and Cii

Assoclation. .



